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Mayo Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system.  It covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and 

grounds.  It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations.  During certain events, when the safety or security of 

students may be in question, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given  access to view images 

projected on the camera system.  If you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083. 

Mayo Elementary News 

September 2017 

1260 Mayo Ridge Rd., Edgewater, MD 21037 

410-222-1666 Phone, 410-956-0070 Fax 

Mrs. Kathleen FitzGerald, Principal                

 

Dear Mayo Families, 

Welcome back to another exciting year at Mayo 
Elementary, a unique learning community. We have 
had a wonderful start to the school year and to-
morrow we welcome all of our kindergarten stu-
dents to school. 

September is a great month. We have our first 
PTO meeting next week on the 19th. This year we 
welcomed more than 20 new families to Mayo Ele-
mentary. We also have our Annual Back to School 
Night on the 27th. Please mark this date now so 
you can attend. I truly value our parent partner-
ships with the school and this is a very good way 
to form that relationship with your child’s teacher 
and to learn more about the upcoming school year. 

Please check out our new Courtyard tables and 
soccer goals. We are using both on a daily basis. 

Please feel free to call if you have any questions. I 
thank you for sending your precious children to 
our school each and everyday. It is important to 
me that they love to come to school and have fun 
while learning new concepts. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen  A. FitzGerald 

 

 

Important Reminders 

 

• AACPS requires that anyone entering 

the school building must have their 

Driver’s License scanned.  Please 

have it ready. 

 

• Please be sure the school office has 

your current email address and cell 

phone number.  The Board of Educa-

tion, school and teachers communi-

cate important information using 

emails and texts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to School Night will be held on 

Wednesday, September 27th  

at 6:30 p.m. 
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Dismissal 
A written note is required if your child’s dismissal 
plan will be different from his/her normal procedure 
(such as a car rider instead of taking the bus). 
Please do not rely on email for this, as teachers 
have minimal time during your child’s day to access 
it.   
 
Picking up your child early?   
Any parent needing to pick up a student prior to dis-
missal is asked to arrive no later than 2:20 pm.  This 
allows time for your child to gather their things and 
leave the building before school-wide dismissal be-
gins.  
 
Please allow time for your child to be called to the 
office, especially during lunch and recess times.  
Students will not be dismissed to wait in the office 
for the parent to arrive.  
 

 

Volunteers & Chaperones 
We consider our parent volunteers and 
chaperones a very special resource!  Parents are 
encouraged to help in classrooms, programs, and 
extracurricular activities.  There are even many 
jobs that can be done at home!   For safety and 
supervision, please make other arrangements for 
younger siblings when volunteering or 
chaperoning.  They are not permitted to 
accompany you. 
 
AACPS requires background checks for all 
volunteers and chaperones.   
The form is available online from the AACPS web-
site.   
• Go to www.aacps.org 
• Click the “Families” tab at the top.   
• Along the left, find “Resources/Links.”   
• Click “Chaperone/Volunteer Background Inves-

tigation Application” link.  
• Read to understand the policy and procedure.  
• Click “Apply for Background Check” at the bot-

tom of the screen.   
 
It can take up to 3 weeks to process, so please 
complete it soon.  No exceptions are made.   
 

 

 

 

Video Surveillance 

 

Mayo Elementary School is equipped with a vid-
eo camera system.  It covers selected  interior 
and exterior public portions of the building and 
grounds.  It is NOT monitored constantly, but it 
is monitored during  emergency situations.  Dur-
ing certain events, when the safety or security 
of     students may be in question, authorized 
personnel from local, state, or federal      police 
or fire emergency units may be given access to 
view images projected on the camera system.  If 
you have any questions about the system, you 
should call the       Supervisor of School Security 
at 410-222-5083. 

http://www.aacps.org
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Counselor’s Corner 

with 

Mrs. Boone 

Counselor’s Corner 

Mrs. Traci Boone 
 

 

Morning Routines that Work 
 
Mornings can be tough, especially after summer.  No one enjoys morning drama!  
Here are some ideas to cut out arguments and help your kids take responsibility for 
getting to school.  Ultimately, it’s up to us, as parents … but it sure is great when kids 
are helping.  It will also help them build confidence in themselves.  
 
Mayo students need to be in the building by 7:55.  Did you know our teachers are TEACHING at 8:10!  

 

• Make 2 checklists … 1 for night time, and 1 for morning. Getting ready for school 
really starts the night before! 

o You can use pictures for younger kids. 
o Be specific without lengthy directions.  (get dressed, brush hair, brush 

teeth) 
 

• Put the checklist in order.  This way kids can look and see what’s next without 
asking. 

o Choose specific tasks that kids need to be responsible for.   
o You may only start with 1-2. 
o Screen time should be a reward, not routine.  Hold out until kids are ready 

to go. 
 

• Set standard bedtimes and wake times and be consistent. 
o This can be challenging when kids at home are different ages or there are 

evening sports practices.   
o Figure it out in advance! 

 

• Prepare yourself – What are things you can do that will help cut out arguing and 
make things go smoothly?  

o Make checklists for yourself!  (Let’s face it ~ it’s just as easy for parents to 
get distracted.) 

o You may need to get the next day’s clothes out before you ever leave for 
football! 
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     Regular school attendance is very important to your child’s academic progress and success in school.  
Please try to schedule dental/medical appointments and other commitments for before or after school 
hours whenever possible. 

 

     When your child is absent, we are required to record a reason for the absence.  Please have your child 

bring a note from you when he/she returns.  The note should state the reason for the absence, please be 

sure to include your child’s full legal name.   If we do not receive a written reason for an absence, we 

are required to record the absence as illegal.  A child is legally absent when ill, when there is a death 

in the family or when another serious situation exists.  If your child is absent in excess of five consecu-

tive days, he/she must have a doctor’s certificate before returning to class.  

     The school’s attendance committee will monitor student attendance and tardiness closely.  Monthly 

attendance reports will be communicated to the school system’s central office. 

      
     Statewide Attendance Regulations – Definitions 

 
Present - The presence of a student on days when school is in session. A student may be counted pre-
sent only when he/she is actually at school or is present at another place at a school activity that is spon-
sored by the school, is part of a program of the school, and is personally supervised by a member of the 
school staff. This may include independent study, work-study programs, field trips, athletic contests, 
music festivals, student conventions, instruction for homebound students, and similar activities officially 
authorized under policies of the local school board. It does not include “make-up” schoolwork at home, 
or activities supervised or sponsored by private groups or individuals. 
 
Present Full Day – The student is in attendance four hours or more of the school day. 
 
Present One-Half Day – The student must be in school for two hours or more, but less than four hours 
of the school day. 
 

• Situation 1:  Student arrives at 10:00 AM and remains until end of school day = Tardy 

• Situation 2:  Student arrives at 12:35 PM and remains until end of school day = ½ day 

• Situation 3:  Student arrives on time and leaves early at 11:25 = ½ day absence 

• Situation 4:  Student arrives on time and leaves early at 1:10 = Early Dismissal 

• Situation 5:  Student arrives on time and leaves at 10:40 AM and then returns at 1:25 PM – ½ day 

absence 

Attendance 
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Communicating with your 
School Nurse 

 

Parents/Guardians - Keep Your School Nurse Up to Date: 
 

1. Be sure to inform your school nurse about your child’s health 
conditions or other special health needs in order to plan for safe 
management at school. Chronic health conditions including but not 
limited to:  asthma, seizures, diabetes or life threatening allergies. 

 
2. Remember to provide your school nurse with current emergency 

contact information. 
 

3. Tell your school nurse if your child’s health condition interferes with 
school attendance. 

 
4. Make sure to tell your school nurse about medications and medical 

treatments your child requires during the school day. 
 

5. Tell your school nurse about any changes in your child’s health or 
mobility status, or about any infectious disease. 

 
6. Speak to the school nurse if you need to obtain information about 

health insurance for your child. 
 

 
 

 
Working Together for a Safe  

and Healthy School Year! 
 

Anne Arundel County Department of Health 
School Health Services 
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Mayo PTO News 

 

Welcome back to our returning parents and welcome to our new par-
ents! It is going to be a great year! We need parent involvement to provide a great and suc-
cessful year for our mallards. Here’s how you can support and/or get involved: Join PTO, at-
tend monthly PTO meetings, visit mayopto.org for volunteer sign ups or 
email mayoptoprez@gmail.com. The first meeting of the 2017-2018 school year is Tuesday, 

September 19th. See you there!         
 
Do you have a connection to a local restaurant?  
The PTO organizes several Restaurant Nights throughout the year where a percentage of the 
evening’s sales at a local restaurant are donated back to our school. It’s a great way to see 
friends and generate MES spirit outside of school. Last year Mayo parents were represented via 
nights at the Old Stein Inn, Preserve, and the Melting Pot. Please con-
tact mayoptoprez@gmail.com if you would like to suggest an establishment to host a Restau-
rant Night for Mayo Elementary. It’s an excellent way to draw new folks to your business for a 
great cause! 
 
Upcoming PTO dates: 
September 19, 2017, PTO Meeting, 7 p.m., Media Center. All parents are encouraged to attend 
this meeting. 

http://mayopto.org/
mailto:mayoptoprez@gmail.com
mailto:mayoptoprez@gmail.com

